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Basics of Research
• Start with self and work back

• Put people in a place at a time

• Must fully document each generation, before
researching next generation back. 

• Must evaluate the reliability and validity of 
information from more than one source.

• Cannot make assumptions.



Basics of Research

• Understanding the reason the document was 
created and by who/what can help determine 
the reliability.

• When a record exists, what other records 
might have been created that either precede it 
or follow it?



Death 

Certificates, Vital 

Records, Public 

Health, RG 26-5-

95, Georgia 

Archives, 

https://vault.geor

giaarchives.org/di

gital/collection/ga

deaths/id/332999

/rec/6. Accessed 

September 11, 

2020.



What is the primary information on 
this death certificate?

1. Information about the death - Date of 
death, cause of death, etc. 

2. Name of informant

3. Date certificate filled out

4. Name of doctor



• What information is missing from this 
document that we might think this 
informant could have reliably 
provided?



Death 

Certificates, 

Vital Records, 

Public Health, 

RG 26-5-95, 

Georgia 

Archives, 

https://vault.g

eorgiaarchive

s.org/digital/co

llection/gadeat

hs/id/332999/r

ec/6. 

Accessed 

September 

11, 2020.



1. Newspapers

2. Cemetery records, cemetery books, FindAGrave, Billion 
Graves, funeral home records

3. World War I Draft Registration Cards

4. Probate records, Deeds

Based on info in this document, where else 
can we look for additional information?



•

"Georgia Probate Records, 1742-1990," database with images, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89Q4-SSZR?cc=1999178&wc=9SBJ-
168%3A267648401%2C267946701 : 20 May 2014), Clarke > Estates 1797-1949 Tarpley, 
Richard-Waters, J. P. > image 750 – 751 of 1403; citing Clarke County Probate Court Judge, 
Georgia. 



Georgia We the undersigned appraisers

Clarke County appointed by the Ordinary of 

Said County for that purpose have this day
meet & appraised and Set apart out of the Estate
of Elisha Tiller Dec., the following for the one 
years Support  of Tabitha Tiller & her three
Minor Children being the widow & children 
of Said Deceased 
To Wit
… [list of household and personal belongings]



Excerpts from  Elisha Tiller’s estate 
for Year’s Support



“Georgia – Clarke County”, Southern Watchman, June 3, 1863, p. 4, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/sn82014669/1863-06-03/ed-1/seq-
4/#date1=06%2F01%2F1863&nottext=&date2=12%2F31%2F1863&words=Elisha+Tiller&searchType=ad
vanced&sequence=0&index=9&proxdistance=2&county=Clarke&rows=12&ortext=&proxtext=&andtext=Eli
sha+Tiller&page=1. Presented online by the Digital Library of Georgia. Accessed September 15, 2020. 



DOES

“Notice”, Southern Watchman, August 26, 1863, p. 4, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/sn82014669/1863-08-26/ed-
1/seq4/#date1=06%2F01%2F1863&nottext=&date2=12%2F31%2F1863&words=Elisha+Tille
r&searchType=advanced&sequence=0&index=0&proxdistance=2&county=Clarke&rows=12&or
text=&proxtext=&andtext=Elisha+Tiller&page=1. Presented online by the Digital Library of 
Georgia. Accessed September 15, 2020. 

https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/


“Georgia – Clarke County”, Southern Watchman, May 27, 1863, p. 4, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/sn82014669/1863-05-27/ed-
1/seq4/#date1=01%2F01%2F1863&nottext=&date2=12%2F31%2F1864&andtext=Elisha+Tiller&
words=Elisha+Tiller&searchType=advanced&sequence=0&index=0&proxdistance=5&sort=date_as
c&rows=12&ortext=&proxtext=&county=Clarke&county=Oglethorpe&amp=&amp=&amp=&amp=
&amp=&amp=&amp=&amp=&amp=&page=1. Presented online by the Digital Library of Georgia. 
Accessed September 15, 2020. 





Hancock County, GA GA Archives

Deed Bk G, p 115 Drawer 106, Box 50

115   Know all men by these presents that we Solomon Rountree and

Hugh Taylor of the State of Georgia and County of Hancock for and in con-

sideration of two hundred dollars in specie to us in hand paid.  Do bargain

and sell and by these presents have bargain’d and sold unto Benjamin Jenkins

of the State and County aforesaid a certain Negro Girl Known by the name of

Pherobe aged about ten years which said Negro Girl the said Benjamin

Jenkins doth purchase for the proper and sole use of Phalby Horn, the step

daughter of said Benjamin Jenkins, her heirs or assigns, she voluntarily

consenting there to, which said Negro Girl, we do hereby forever warrant and defend

against any person or persons whomsoever.  In Testimony whereof we

do hereunto set our hands and Seals this twenty eighth day of March 

Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and three

Witness Solomon Rountree  {Seal}

Wm Robertson Hugh Taylor  {Seal}

Elisha Brothers

I assign the within bill of Sale to Alexander Torry husband to 

Phalby Horn this 4th March 1804.

Benjn Jenkins

Recorded the 26th October 1804

Alex Martin  clk Supr Court



115   Know all men by these presents that we Solomon Rountree and
Hugh Taylor of the State of Georgia and County of Hancock …

two hundred dollars in specie to us in hand paid. … 
Benjamin Jenkins …
a certain Negro Girl Known by the name of

Pherobe aged about ten years which said Negro Girl the said Benjamin
Jenkins doth purchase for the proper and sole use of Phalby Horn, the step
daughter of said Benjamin Jenkins, her heirs or assigns, …
Seals this twenty eighth day of March 
Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and three
Witness Solomon Rountree  {Seal}
Wm Robertson Hugh Taylor  {Seal}
Elisha Brothers

I assign the within bill of Sale to Alexander Torry husband to
Phalby Horn this 4th March 1804.



What clues and relationships do(es) 
this bill of sale provide?

1. Place is Hancock Co, GA – dates March 
1803 – October 1804
2. Pherobe (Phoebe?) is aged about 10 
3. Phalby Horn is stepdaughter of Benjamin 
Jenkins
4. Phalby Horn is married to Alexander 
Torry



What clues and relationships do(es) 
this bill of sale provide?

5. List of Witnesses and Grantors ? Neighbors? Relatives?

6. If Rountree and Taylor are not Hancock Countians, 
where are they from and where did Pherobe come from?

7. Can we find marriage record for Phalby’s mother to 
Benjamin Jenkins? 

8. Tax records for Hancock County Georgia – Jenkins? 
Torry?  And others?



Military Records
United States. War Department. Compiled Service Records of Volunteer Union 
Soldiers Who Served in Organizations from the State of Texas. NARA microfilm 
publication M403. Fold3.com  https://www.fold3.com/image/260016607: 
accessed 20 August 2020. 

https://www.fold3.com/image/260016607


Military Records

United States. War Department, 

1880-1901. The War of the 

Rebellion: a Compilation of the 

Official Records of the Union and 

Confederate Armies: Official 

records of the Union and 

Confederate armies. Washington, 

D.C.: U.S. Government Printing 

Office, 1900. 3rd series, IV, 518. 

Digital Image.  

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/coo1.ark:/

13960/t41r7cx60, accessed 

September 21, 2020. 

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/coo1.ark:/13960/t41r7cx60


Military Records

• United States. War 
Department. Compiled Service 
Records of Volunteer Union 
Soldiers Who Served in 
Organizations from the State of 
Texas. NARA microfilm 
publication M403. Fold3.com  
https://www.fold3.com/image/
260016518 &   
https://www.fold3.com/image/
260016549 : accessed 20 
August 2020. 

https://www.fold3.com/image/260016518
https://www.fold3.com/image/260016549


• United States. War 
Department. Compiled 
Service Records of Volunteer 
Union Soldiers Who Served in 
Organizations from the State 
of Texas. NARA microfilm 
publication M403. Fold3.com  
https://www.fold3.com/imag
e/260016619 :

https://www.fold3.com/image/260016619




Mary Givens Bryan, Passports 
issued by governors of 
Georgia, 1785 to 1809 
(reprint from National 
Genealogical Society 
Quarterly),  Washington, DC: 
National Genealogical Society, 
1959. 3, digital images, 
FamilySearch Books : 20 
September 2020.



Let’s look at our handouts 



Inspection Roll of Negroes Book 
No. 2 (archives.gov)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5890797


Summary of info page 14 Book 2

• Joseph Jas Mitchell – was this name of vessel or 
commander of vessel since no other name 
given? Destination is listed as Annapolis Royal.  
Where was Annapolis Royal place in 1783? 



Summary of info page 14 Book 2
• Nancy Erwine , age 32, fine wench, Now in possession 

of Captain McCrea, formerly slave to Charles Renk, So. 

Carolina, left him 4 years ago.  Below her are listed two 

children, with the same information in the remarks page. 

Sally age 12, described as a fine firl, and Tom age 2 

described as do[ditto] meaning fine boy.

• Also, below Nancy Erwine are listed two men in 
possession of Dan’l Ray



Summary of info page 14 Book 2

• Sambo Frier, 24, ordinary fellow, formerly slave 
to George Frier, John’s Island So. Carolina, left 
him in 1779.  Initials GMC follow his name.  What 
does this mean?????

• Tom Rivers, 43, stout fellow,  formerly slave to 
Colonel Rivers, James Island, So. Carolina, left 
him beginning 1780, same initials follow his 
name. 



Summary of info page 14 Book 2
Second group on this page

• Bug Jenny (vessel name)? Ammerson – looks like ink 

ran out but can barely discern something in front of 

name. Destination is Port Mattoon. Where is this?

• Five names listed and 4 are indicated as being in 

possession of John Nashe. Infant Pompey is not – is that 

a clerical error, an omission, or does it have other 

significance????



Summary of info page 14 Book 2

• Phil Birtley, 50, ordinary and worn out, formerly slave 

to  John  Birtley, Mill town, So. Carolina, left him early in 

1780.  Again, the initials GMC

• Charles Middleton, 57, ordinary and worn out, 

Formerly slave to Arthur Middleton, Ashley River, So. 

Carolina, left him in 1778. Initial GMC follow entry.



Summary of info page 14 Book 2

• Next three names have a note in remarks that they 

are proved to be the property of John Nash be a bill of 

sale. WHAT DOES THIS MEAN in 1783????  Is John Nash 

a Loyalist who is going elsewhere with his slaves? There 

is no note indicating that they left a former owner. 

• Abraham, 10, fine boy,  

• Bina, 17, likely wench

• Pompey, 4 months



Summary of info page 14 Book 2

• If scroll back to page 12, there is a date 9th November 

178  and the list of names on Joseph James Mitchell, so 

seems this is a much larger vessel than the page listing 

Nancy shows.  

• Should we investigate other names to see who may 

have escaped from the same place at the same time?  

Could we get an indication of Nancy’s partner? 



QUESTIONS


