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Overview 

• There is not one war or conflict on the soil of 
British American to the United States of America 
that a person of color has not been involved 

• Steps to find your soldiers! 

• Basics of Genealogical Research 

• What do you know about the Military? –Use 
the chat box 

• Some Tools to use 

• Meet Calvin Clark Davis, WW2 

Calvin Clark Davis 
1912–1944 
BIRTH 2 SEP 1912 • Joyfield, Benzie, Michigan, USA 
DEATH 30 NOVEMBER 1944 • Merseburg-Querfurt, Sachsen-
Anhalt, Germany 
2nd cousin 1x removed  



Genealogical research…is about 

TIME PLACE  ASKING QUESTIONS 



Murphy’s Rules-
Follow the: 

•Money 

•Water 

•Land 

•Community, and the  

•Faith of the people 



What do you know 
about the Military? 

List what you know in the 
chat box! 



Step #1 Basics of Genealogical Research 
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Write down what you 
know! 

Can you document: 
birth, death, marriage, 
divorce, will, pension 

records, etc. Start 
gathering.  

Decide on what you 
don’t know (?) 

Figure out who might 
know what you don’t 

know 

Know the records and 
resources available 



Step #2  
Genealogical Tools  

What is available? 



Google is your Friend! 
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Ask google about your 
ancestor 

If you know the location 
where your ancestor lived 
or died? 

Search for websites about 
any Wars or conflicts and 
photos 

Do know if someone has 
already done the 
research for an ancestry? 



Oral 
histories, 
Interviews, 
etc. 
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How do you do it? 

Use the tools 
available (Tool kits) 
Familysearch.org, 

Ancestry.com, etc.) 

Document, document, 
document 

Listen, Listen, Listen, 
know when to be 

quiet! 

Record if you have 
permission 

Know how & and 
what questions to ask 
(think about what you 

are looking for) 



A lineage society is an organization created to 
honor a specific heritage or event. Members 
of lineage societies must prove their descent of 
that heritage or event through industry 
approved genealogical proof standards.  
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What’s Acceptable documentation? 
Birth 
Death 
Marriage 
Will information 
Town meeting minutes 
Pension records 
Affidavits, and more…JUST PROVE IT! 
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Society of the First African Families of English America -https://sofafea.org 



Step #3-Know 
the births and 

the Wars 



Step #4 
Know the 
branches of 
the 
Military-
modern 
times 





How many African American served? 
• Revolutionary War-6,600+, Black Loyalist, abt 20k 

• War of 1812-some 5,000 slaves took their chances with the freedom-promising 
British invaders during the War of 1812, providing strategic intelligence, access 
to supplies, general labor, and even military might in the form of organized units 
of black marines serving under white officers. 

• Civil War-By the end of the Civil War, roughly 179,000+ black men (10% of the 
Union Army) served as soldiers in the U.S. Army and another 19,000 served in 
the Navy.  

• WW1- 350,000 African Americans served in segregated units. Several units saw 
action alongside French soldiers fighting against the Germans, and 171 African 
Americans were awarded the French Legion of Honor. 

• WW2- more than 2.5 million African American men registered for the draft, 
and African American women volunteered in large numbers. When combined 
with black women enlisted into Women's Army Corps, more than one 
million African Americans served the Army during the War. Feb 27, 2020 

• Vietnam-A total of 300,000 African-Americans served in Vietnam. Military 
history of African Americans in the Vietnam War ... 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_history_of_African_Americans_in_the_Vietnam_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_history_of_African_Americans_in_the_Vietnam_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_history_of_African_Americans_in_the_Vietnam_War


Soldiers 
received 
“Pensions”-
(benefits) 

• Divided into series:  

• Revolutionary War  

• Old Wars  

• War of 1812  

• Indian Wars  

• Mexican War  

• Civil War, etc. 



Think about 
the Pensions 

• Know the war are you dealing with? 

•  Prior to the Civil War the 
applications are in alphabetical 
order.  

• Civil War and later series are filed 
numerically by the application, 
certificate, or file number (this 
makes the number more important 
than the name of the person) 

• All series of pension applications 
have alphabetical name indexes 
and this should be your first step 

 



Pension Office 
Ledgers and 
Payment Cards 

M 850 Veterans Administration 
Pension Payment Cards. 1907-
1933. 2539 rolls DP  

M686 Index to General 
Correspondence of the Record and 
Pension Office. 1889-1920. 385 rolls 
DP 

Also: Final Payment Vouchers and 
Settled Accounts  



MORE, MORE 

PI 55 Administrative Records of the Bureau of 
Pensions and the Pension Service. 1953 

NM 17 Preliminary Inventory of Pension Case 
Files of the Bureau of Pensions and the Veterans 
Administration, 1861-1942 

NM 21 Preliminary Inventory of the Financial 
Records and Pension Control Registers of the 
Bureau of Pensions and the Veterans 
Administration, 1805-1933. 1964 

NM-23 Preliminary Inventory of the Records of the 
Veterans Administration Pertaining to the Issuance 
of Artificial Limbs, Trusses, and Other Prosthetic 
Appliances, 1862-1935. 1964 



MORE, MORE, 
MORE 

NM 27 Preliminary Inventory of the Legal Records 
of the Bureau of Pensions and the Veterans 
Administration, 1862-1933. 1964 

NM 29 Preliminary Inventory of Record of the 
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers and 
National Homes Service of the Veterans 
Administration, 1866-1937. 1964  

PC 47-19 (647-1) Preliminary Checklist of Pension 
Case Files of the Bureau of Pensions and the 
Veterans' Administration, 1861-1942 

I 14 Inventory of the Records of the Accounting 
Officer of the Department of the Treasury 
(Revised), comp. and indexed by Craig R. Scott 
(1997) (RG 217) 



Confederate 
Pensions 
 

Eligible to apply for a pension in the 
State in which he lived after the war  

Oklahoma, Kentucky and northern 
states did not provide pensions to 
Confederate veterans. 

FamilySearch and Fold3 have records 

Confederate pensions are on 
www.archives.gov. 



Step #5 Questions to ask… 

Which branch of 
service did your 
veteran serve? 

What files are 
available to you? 

Did you veteran 
earn any metals? 

Did your veteran 
die in battle?  

Is your veteran 
buried on the 
mainland or 

overseas 

What’s on the 
headstone?  

What was the 
veterans job duties 

(MP, Cook, 
Gunner, Pilot, etc.) 

Did the family 
receive any 

benefits (pension, 
etc) 

Museums & 
Memorials (VFW, 

Awards, etc) 

Was the veteran 
wounded? 

Did a sibling also 
serve in the 

military? 

Are they buried in 
a military 

cemetery? 



Something else to think about 

Are you searching before the civil war-was your veteran  enslave or 
free, did they pass for white - is there any oral history? 

Archives has Revolutionary records-don’t forget to search for 
biographies, etc. 

Archives has US Colored Troops records for Civil War 

After Civil War: check Southern Claims, Freedman’s Savings and 
Trust records, and Freemen’s Bureau 



More things 
to think 
about? 

• How does one know if their ancestor lived 
during the 17th and 18th century in Virginia? 

• Who is your oldest ancestor born before 
1800? Were they born in Virginia? 

• Is there a lead /oral history on their 
parents or grandparents? 

• What do you need to know about the 17th 
& 18th Century:  Laws, Headrights, Land 
patents, birth, death, marriage, etc.  

• Where are the records located for 17th and 
18th century? 

• Virginia Legislation 1662-1848 

• Bacon’s Rebellions activities going on in 
the Colony of Virginia during this time  
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Step #6 Records & Resources 

House Repository/ 

Cemeteries  
NARA Fold3 

Online sites 
Local Libraries 
and Historical 

Societies 
Newspapers 



Civil War 
Resources 

Read the Wiki on Family 
Search: Civil War 

Places you can research a 
Civil War soldier: 

• House repository 

• Civil War Soldiers & Sailors 

• 1890 Veterans Census 

• A pension 

• G.A.R. or U.C.V. records 

• Old soldiers home records 

• A cemetery 



Where are the 
Pensions? 

• Union pensions on Ancestry and 
Fold3 

• Order Military Pension and Bounty 
Land Warrant Applications (NATF 
Form 85 from NARA) 

• Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) & 
United Confederate Veterans (UCV) 
veteran society records –check 
each state for GAR 

• Old soldiers home records on 
familysearch on the wiki 

• Cemetery records-Findagrave, Union 
Cemetery records on Family search, 
American Cemeteries 
 



Typical List 
of more 
Military 
Records 

 



Revolutionary War "Patriots of Color"-6k+ 

https://www.dar.org/library/research-guides/how-guides 
 



Black Patriots: Looking inside…Virginia 
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What about the Women-
Revolutionary War 

• 1/3 of the runaways were women 
during the Rev War 

• More than half fled in groups rather 
than alone 

• Roughly 25% fled in family groups 
consisting of husbands, wives, and 
young children 

 



A few facts to know…(from 
Karen Cook Bell’s book) 

1770 

“Margaret escaped slavery 
twice in Baltimore, 
Maryland; first in 1770, and 
again in 1773. In her first 
escape, she wore men’s 
clothing and sought to 
conceal her identity by 
dressing as a waiting boy  

Sep. 1776 

Jenny ran away eight 
months pregnant in 
September 1776 with her 
two-year-old daughter from 
Monk’s Neck near 
Petersburg, Virginia 

1781 

Bett, at the age of 21, 
escaped slavery with her 
three-year old daughter in 
British occupied 
Pennsylvania in 1781.  Two 
white men accompanied 
them.” 

1782 

Sally St. Clair (St. Clare) 
She was not discovered as 
a female until after she was 
killed in battle during the 
Siege of Savannah in 1782  



NATIONAL ARCHIVES… 



“Double Agent” 

• James Armistead enslaved Black man, served as a spy for Marquis de 
Lafayette during the American Revolution.  
 

• He gave false information to the British in exchange for info on what 
the British were planning.  
 

• They say he’s one of the reasons why we won Yorktown. 
 

• Later as a free man, James Armistead changed his name to James 
Lafayette in honor of his friendship and loyalty to the Marquis de 
Lafayette.  
 

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Armistead_Lafayette 
(Photo permission by Iberfoto/SuperStock) 



Crossing the Delaware  
Who’s in the boat with General George Washington? 

Left side of the bow, feather in hat. https://www.loc.gov/resource/det.4a26226/ 



Meet Prince Whipple 

• Enslaved by General William Whipple, Portsmouth, NH (b. 
1750-Africa (?), d. 1796, buried in North Cemetery in 
Portsmouth, NH) 

• The General promised him his freedom if he served. 

• Served at the Battle of Saratoga listed on General 
Whipple’s Staff Roll as, ”Negro servant of General 
Whipple."  

• He petitioned the state legislature for freedom in 1779 

• Became free in 1784 

• Wife: Dinah Chase, she was free, a school teacher, they had 
several children 

 



Photos at the Archives:  
T. R. Clarke, 8 US VI Spanish American War 

Title: T.R. Clarke, 8 US VI 
Date Created/Published: 1898 Nov. 16. 
Medium: 1 photographic print : albumen ; 20 x 
23.5 cm. 
Summary: Photograph shows Lt. T.R. Clarke, 
United States Volunteer Infantry, full-length 
portrait, wearing hat and uniform, standing in 
front of tent, facing right, during the Spanish-
American War. 
 
Website: 
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca
.11428/ 



Introduction: Record Group 105 

• The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (also referred to as the 
Freedmen’s Bureau)  

• It is  a “Federal Record”- its under the military 

• Created March 3,1865 at the end of the Civil War to supervise the “relief efforts 
including education, health care, food and clothing, refugee camps, legalizing of 
marriages, employment, and labor contracts” 

• Also, assisted the Black soldiers, Sailors, and their heirs collect bounty claims, pensions 
and back pay that was due/promised 

• The collection covers the years 1865 to 1872. Pre-Bureau Records-1863 Mississippi, 
Louisiana & Ft. Monroe, VA 

• Various records; Destitute, Transportation and much more 
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St. Landry, Louisiana Ration Record 

List name, age 
and former 
owner, location 
and  remarks. 
 
Note the 80 to 
100 year old 
individuals  
 
 



Who’s who in the Bureau? 

Let’s be clear-the Bureau is “Federal 
Records” 

The WAR is over! 

• Refugees: Poor White 

• Freedmen: Formerly Enslaved 

• Abandoned Lands: returning land to 
former landowners, etc. 
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Civil War-Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen & 
Abandoned Lands. “The Bureau” 1865-1872 



Buffalo Soldiers-Retrieved from https://www.history.com/topics/westward-expansion/buffalo-soldiers 
 

• Mainly served on the western frontier after the Civil War.  

• In 1866, six all-Black cavalry and infantry regiments were created after Congress 
passed the “Army Organization Act”.  

• Their main tasks were to help control the Native Americans of the Plains, capture 
cattle rustlers and thieves and protect settlers, stagecoaches, wagon trains and 
railroad crews along the Western front. 

• Regiments formed in 1866, including the 24th and 25th Infantry (which were 
consolidated from four regiments) became known as Buffalo Soldiers. 

• Buffalo Soldiers Protect National Parks 

• In the late 1890s, with the “Indian problem” mostly settled, the 9th and 10th 
Calvary and the 24th and 25th Infantry headed to Florida at the start of 
the Spanish-American War. 

• Buffalo soldiers had the lowest military desertion and court-martial rates of their 
time. Many won the Congressional Medal of Honor, an award presented in 
recognition of combat valor that goes above and beyond the call of duty. 

https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/florida
http://www.history.com/topics/spanish-american-war
http://www.history.com/topics/spanish-american-war
http://www.history.com/topics/spanish-american-war
http://www.history.com/news/the-medal-of-honor-6-surprising-facts


Names you might know 
or need to know 

• Benjamin O. Davis Sr. first black general in the 
U.S. Army. born July 1, 1877, Washington, D.C., 
U.S.—died November 26, 1970, North Chicago, 
Illinois) buried in Arlington. Father to JR  

• Served 50 yrs. -
https://history.army.mil/html/topics/afam/da
vis.html 

• General Roscoe Robinson (October 11, 1928 – 
July 22, 1993 ) was the First African American 
four-star general in the U.S. Army.  

• Military Academy Class of 1951- Robinson's 
Vietnam service included a battalion command 
with the 7th Cavalry Regiment 
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WWI 



WW2-names you might of heard of: 

• Benjamin O. Davis Jr.  
• Tuskegee Airmen 
• Montford Point Marines 
 
Look for websites of the organizations such as the 5th or 8th Air 

Force… example: 
• http://www.8thairforce.com/ 
• http://www.mightyeighth.org/word/index.php 
 
 

http://www.8thairforce.com/
http://www.8thairforce.com/


Army Enlistment Records 
1938-1946 (Ancestry.com) 
• Information you might get: name of enlistee, serial 

number, the county and state where the enlistee 
resided, place and date of enlistment, if previous 
service their grade, which branch of services, the 
term of enlistment, birthplace, birth, race, 
citizenship, height and weight, education, and marital 
status. 47 



Prisoners of War-1941-1946 
(Ancestry.com) 
• Information in this database was created by the 

"International Committee of the Red Cross".  

• Generally, the type of information you will find in this 
database for an individual include: the name of 
prisoner or internee, race, state of residence, service 
branch, and detaining country. 
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Contacts for information 
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It is best to visit the websites 
to obtain the forms, fax 

numbers and mailing 
addresses: 

National Personnel Records 
Center 

• Military Personnel Records 
• 9700 Page Avenue 
• St. Louis, MO 63132-5100 

telephone: 314-801-0800  



Medical 
Records 
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Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), 
Records Management Center , St. Louis, 
MO 

They maintain military active duty health 
records. 

Remember: there are forms (Standard 
Form 180) you MUST fill out, visit the 
websites…for detail information, you MUST 
follow their instructions.  



Personal 
Records 
prior to 

WWII 
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Visit the National Archives website:  

www.archives.gov/veterans 

Address:  

Textual Archives Services Division 

Washington, DC 20408 

If after WWII-search the St. Louis MO, site 

http://www.archives.gov/veterans
http://www.archives.gov/veterans


Welcome:  
Calvin Clark Davis 
b. 2 September 
1912, Benzie 
County, Michigan 
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Getting to know Calvin-What I know! 

Born to Horace Burr 
(mulatto) and Harriet 
(Lee) (white) Davis,  

Grandparents: Joseph 
B. (mulatto) and Mary 
Bell (Imes) (mulatto) 

Great grandparents: 
William (mulatto) and 

Mildred A. (Brand) 
(mulatto) Davis-

Franklin County PA 

Great-Great 
grandparents: Mr. 

Davis (Scotch/Irish & 
African enslaved 

woman)-PA 

Calvin’s siblings: 
Bessie, Frances, Harlan, 

Thurman, Leo, Floyd, 
Al, Ernie (Calvin is the 

youngest) 

Bear Lake High School, 
class of 1932 

Singer in Glee Club, 
Yodeller, ran Track 

Was known for having 
a lot of girl friends* 



Service & 
Awards 
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Entered the military in May 1941 

Distinguished Flying Cross, Two Oak Leaf 
Clusters 

Purple Heart received for Military Merit and 
for Wound’s rec’d that resulted in his death 

Was recommended for a Silver Star 



Service 
#16014331 

Served:  

• 5th Air Force-Pacific-New 
Guinea (90th Bomb Group, 
400th Bomb Squadron, the 
Black Pirates, Japanese held 
territory) Completed over 50 
combat mission 

• 8th Air Force-Europe, 
Germany, 390th BG, 570 
Squadron, completed 16 
missions 55 



 Records 
• Search Attack & Staging 

(approval for aerial 
flights), Mission records 

• Individual Flight records: 
assignment 
location/base, hours, 
dates, type of plane  

• (B-17G and B24s and 
planes serial number) 
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WW2 30 
November 

1944 
Meresburg 
Germany- 
Bombing-

Records 
57 

Flight crew-
websites 

Crash report-
websites 

Deceased file 
records 

Who survived: Bill 
Pace, Raymond 

Labinski and Curtis 
Green 

Telephone call to 
Everett A. Fitchlee 

22 July 2001 



Calvin C. Davis and Bill Pace 



Records 

Registration  

Deceased file 

Mission & Leave 
reports 

Flights 

Awards and 
presentations 

Photos, newspaper 
articles 

Websites  
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The Plane 
Crash-Asterisk 
As described in records and Bill 
Pace, Florida, personal interview 60 
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Grave Adoption 

• Calvin’s grave site along with 10 other American 
veterans has been adopted by a gentleman named 
Martijen living in Holland, his parents live near the 
cemetery and when he visits, he puts out fresh 
flowers etc,.  

• http://www.facesbeyondthegraves.com 

Burial: (Plot D, Row 10 Grave 29) 

American Cemetery, Belgium 



Sharing the story 

• Bear Lake Museum tribute 

• Pete Hoekstra & John 

• Conyers, Michigan 

• Newspaper coverage-AP 
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Remember the services of Africans & African 
Americans fighting along side the White man do 
not end here…let’s not forget… 
 

  



Questions… 
Thank you and good luck on your journey diggin’ for your military roots 

 

ASSIGNMENTS for AAHGS ATL Chapter 



AAHGS ATL Chapter Assignments 
 #1 Revolutionary War 

• Locate info on two African 
Americans who served? 

• What’s his or her story?  

• Did he/she receive a pension?  

• What Records and Resources 
used? 

• Share your findings-anything 
significant? 

 



Assignment #2 War of 1812 

• Locate info on two African Americans who served? 

• What’s his or her story?  

• Did he/she receive a pension?  

• What Records and Resources used? 

• Share your findings-anything significant? 

 



Assignment #3  
Civil War-USCT 

• Locate info on two African 
Americans who served? 

• What’s his or her story?  

• Did he/she receive a pension?  

• What Records and Resources 
used? 

• Share your findings-anything 
significant? 

• USCT’s, do you have a USCT in 
your family? What’s their name and 
where did they serve? Unit? 

USCT recruiting poster: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Colored_Troops 



Assignment #4 WW1  

• Locate info on an African 
Americans who served? 

• What’s his or her story?  

• Did he/she receive a 
pension?  

• What Records and 
Resources used? 

• Share your findings-anything 
significant? 



Assignment #5 WW2 

• Locate info on an African Americans who served? 

• What’s his or her story?  

• Did he/she receive a pension?  

• What Records and Resources used? 

• Share your findings-anything significant? 

 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart8.html 


