D FRIDAY, SEPT. 22, 2006

The Adanta Journal-Constitution

Metro&Stat

> Get Schooled!
Share your
thoughts on local
education in our
blog.

> What did the
new neighbors

pay? Our database of recent
home sales knows.

CONTACT US: Bert Roughton Jr., Metro editor / broughton@ajc.com / 404-526-5342

Photos by RICH ADDICKS / Staff

A funeral procession from old Ebenezer Baptist Church to South-View Cemetery marked the deaths of victims in the 1906 Atlanta
Race Riot. Only one of the slain black residents, George Wilder, has a marked grave (right).

Race riot remembered

Memorial held
100 years after
deadly clashes

By JIM AUCHMUTEY
jauchmutey@ajc.com

It looked like any other funeral proces-
sion, but it wasn’t. For one thing, there
‘was no body in the hearse.

The bodies were buried 100 years ago.

A hearse-led procession of 25 cars
wound through downtown Atlanta on
Thursday afternoon to commemorate the
centennial of the 1906 Atlanta Race Riot.

The procession passed the corner of
Auburn Avenue and Peachtree Street,
where white mobs beat a black man to
death on the first night of the riot, Sept.
22, 1906. The procession passed the
Henry Grady monument on Marietta
Street, where the bodies of three victims
were stacked in ironic defiance of a New
South. The procession drove south toward
Lakewood, through a neighborhood once
known as Brownsville, where white po-
licemen and black residents fought a gun
battle onthe third day of theriot.

This time, the cops were providing a
motorcycle escort.

The funeral cortege was one of the

June Dohhs Butts, whose father ensured that she never forgot about the nights of
terror, watches a film on the riot. Behind her is King Center President Isaac Farris.

first acts in a commemoration staged
by the Coalition to Remember the 1906
Atlanta Race Riot, an organization with
members from an array of local schools,
governments and arts and faith groups.
The coalition has planned a three-day
symposium of events this weekend at
Georgia State University and the Atlanta
University Center’s Robert W. Woodruff
Library.

The centennial marks the bloodiest out -

break of racial violence in Atlanta history.
Theriot began downtown ona hot Sat-
urdaynight when thousands of white men,
inflamed by sensational and inaccurate
newspaper reports of black sex crimes,
started attacking blacks at random. By the
time the bloodshed ended three days later,
at least two dozen Atlantans were dead.
Thursday’s memorial started with a

» Please see RIOT, D4
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Developer
abandons
Beltline

Mason drops project

after rift with city

By DAVID PENDERED
dpendered@ajc.com
and WALTER WOODS
wwoods@ajc.com

The Gwinnett County ty-
coon who owns five miles of
Atlanta’s proposed Beltline
has pulled out of the project,
imperiling the widely praised
intown transit path that many
saw as the most important city
venture in decades.

Wayne Mason said Thursday
he is abandoning his planned
projects — including two condo
towers next to Piedmont Park.
He also withdrew his offer to
donate about 43 acres to At-
lanta for parks, trails and a path
for a future transit line.

For more than a year, Mason,
a Gwinnett County real estate

investor, and Atlanta develop-
ment officials have been duel-
ing over the out-of-use rail line
Mason bought from Norfolk
Southern Railroad Co. in late
2004. Mason wanted to build
about 3,000 homes on his land.

But on Thursday afternoon,
Mason and the company that
planned to build the condo
towers withdrew their rezoning
request from Atlanta’s planning
department.

“After nearly two years,
we have every reason to be
skeptical of the entire Beltline
project, and we have serious
questions about its feasibility;’
said Keith Mason, Mason’s son
and partner. “To realize the
Beltline, there has to be prop-

> Please see BELTLINE, D4

Lawyer says Taylor
campaign in debt

Poll: Perdue has
20-point edge

By JAMES SALZER
jsalzer@ajc.com

and JEREMY REDMON
jredmon@ajc.com

Lt. Gov. Mark Taylor’s Dem-
ocratic primary victory left his
campaign in debt, forcing him
to raise money to pay off old
bills while also trying to un-
seat a well-funded Gov. Sonny
Perdue.

The news from Taylor's
campaign lawyer — and con-
firmed later by his campaign
spokesman — came out Thurs-
day a few hours before a new
poll showing that Taylor heads
into the final 6Y/2 weeks of the

Aspokesman
says Mark
Taylor's debt
“has not and
will not have
any impacton
the general
election cam-

“The good news for him is
it can’t get any worse,” said
Atlanta pollster and political
pundit Matt Towery. “I've seen
campaigns that have had mi-
raculous turnarounds, and this
one will probably need one.”

Taylor heads into the final
month and a half with a lot of
ground to make up and lousy
pollnumbers. Even without the
disclosure about his primary
debt, he is at a huge financial
disadvantage against Perdue.

20 percentage points
down versus Perdue.

> Please see TAYLOR, D5

Jury acquits man
in cellmate’s death

By DAVID SIMPSON
dsimpson@ajc.com

A DeKalb jury Thursday
acquitted a man of beating to
death a fellow inmate in the
county jail after a trial that
featured the elderly victim’s
outspokenracism and adefense
allegation that jailers faked evi-
dence.

Afterjust two hours of delib-
eration, thejuryacquitted Jason
Corey Smith, 26, of all charges
in the July 7, 2004, death of 71-
year-old Hoyt Jenkins.

In two days of testimony,
thejury of five whites and seven
blacks learned that Jenkins was
a schizophrenic with a history
of making racist comments and
threats against African-Ameri-
cans. He had been in jail more
than nine months after threat-
ening to stab police officers
who pulled him over for driving
without a tag.

Defense attorney David J.

Farnham told jurors Thursday
that jail officials “created a
recipe for murder” when they
put Smith, a black man who
was then 24 years old, into
Jenkins’ cell in the jail’s mental
health unit.
Smith was sent to the men-
tal health unit after acting
strangely in the booking area.
Earlier, Smith had called Deca-
tur police and demanded to be
jailed for marijuana possession
because he was fearful unspec-
ified others wanted to kill him,
according to a police report.
Farnham argued that the
jailers were fearful of blame
when they found Jenkins bat-
tered in the cell. He said the
jailers then faked evidence to
cover up their failure to notice
what the defense claims was a
loud fight between twomen.
The defense lawyer said jail-
ers made it appear Jenkins was

> Please see JAIL, D4

BEN GRAY / Staff

’,
Can’t pet these pups
Doane August shows newborn bonnethead sharks to sons David,
2, (Ieft) and John, 4. A pregnant bonnethead in the touch tank at
the Georgia Aquarium had 10 pups. More photos, D6

By RHONDA COOK
rcook@ajc.com

Fulton Sheriff Myron
Freeman has assigned a
highly paid consultant to
oversee day-to-day opera-
tmns at the troubled county

]ohn Gibson, the consul-
tant, also will have author-
ity over Chief Jailer Charles
Felton, according to an
announcement from  the
Sheriff's Office. Freeman
selected Felton to run thejail
10 weeks ago.

In his announcement,
Freeman also notified the
jail staff of additional reas-
signments, bringing the
total number of staffing
shifts to more than 120 since
early June. The earlier reas-
signments were blamed for
cansing turmoil at the jail.

The sheriff characterized
the rccent reassignments as
tempor:

G)bson is paid $10,000

Fulton sheriff: Jail
in consultant’s hands

a month to advise Freeman
on making court-ordered
jail improvements. Asked
if Gibson’s new duties are
within the scope of his con-
sulting job, the sheriff said,
“I pay him to do what I need
himto do.”

Sgt. Charles Rambo,
speaking as national vice
president for International
Brotherhood of Police Offi-
cers, said Gibson’s “current
promotion is not consistent
with his current contract
as a consultant. The person
who was elected to do thejob
[Freeman] has deferred all
his duties tothe consultant.”

Therecent redefinition of
Gibson'’s role comes after a
series of conflicts with staff.
Some, including the fed-
eral judge who ordered im-
provements at the jail, have
described Gibson as “abra-
sive” In e-mail exchanges,
jail staffers said Gibson was

> Please see JAIL, D6
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Beltline:

» Continued from D1

erty ownership. Given the city’s
lack of ownership of any land in
the 22-mile Beltline, their lack
of money to buy the land and
the highly speculative nature of
their proposal to us, we realize
that like other visions, this one
is unlikely to sustain itself”
The tipping point came
Tuesday when Atlanta’s plan-
ning commissioner, Steve
Cover, presented the city’s
response to Mason’s rezoning
request: Mason could swap all
the land to Atlanta in exchange
for the right to develop about
2,000 residences elsewhere in
the city. The city estimated the

Gwinnett developer abandons plans for Atlanta project

deal was worth from $48 mil-
lion to $100 million for Mason,
who paid $25 million for the
railroadline.

The future of Mason’s 70
acres is now anything but cer-
tain. Mason said he’s consider-
ing his options, such as selling
to other developers. He said he
may keep it and let his grand-
children worry about it.

Some of the land is zoned
for houses and the rest is in-
dustrial, a category that allows
for construction of everything
from hotels to salvage yards.

“You needleadershipto bring
about a project of this magni-
tude, and this team is taking a
timeout,” said former Gov. Roy

Barnes, hired by Mason to help
negotiate with the city. “It's
been too difficult a process.
The folks inside City Hall or the
Atlanta Development Author-
ity [Atlanta’s development arm]
decided to be very hostile to this
developer. They made the pro-
cessimpossible””

Greg Giornelli, president of
the Atlanta Development Au-
thority, said Thursday said he
had no comment on Mason's
decision. Giornelli has main-
tained that Mason’s proposed
developments are not needed
to help raise enough property
taxes to build the Beltline.

Atlanta Mayor  Shirley
Franklin said the city will con-

-
RICH ADDICKS / Staff
James Hargett listens to speakers at a memorial service Thursday at old Ebenezer Baptist Church
marking the 100th anniversary of the Atlanta Race Riot that killed two dozen Atlantans.

Riot: Events mark 100th anniversary

service at old Ebenezer Baptist
Church, Martin Luther King
Jr's pulpit, where a biracial
assembly of about 125 heard
speeches and spirituals and
resolutions.

One of the speakers, civil
rights activist Xernona Clay-
ton, cut to the heart of the mat -
ter and asked: Why remember?

“people keep saying to us,
“Why do yon keep talking about
the past?’ ” she said. “Well, it’s
hard to forget”

Adter the service, many con-
gregants got into their cars and
fellintoli ind ahearse from

slave who fought for the Union
Army at the end of the Civil War.
He was shot to death at 70 in the
Brownsville confrontation.

About 75 people gathered
around Wilder’s broken tomb-
stone. Some of them drew clos-
er and tried to read the faint,
weathered engraving, which
declares that he was “killed in
theriot”

They listened as Akinyele
Umoja, an African-American
studies professor at Georgia
State, celebrated a libation — a
traditional African blessing of
forebear:

IHaugabrooks, the venerable Au-
burn Avenue funeral home.

The procession ended up
at South-View Cemetery in
southeast Atlanta, where eight
riot fatalities are thought to be
buried. Only one has a marked
grave: George Wilder, a former

“We salute all our ancestors
who fought back and resisted,
who protected their homes and
families,” he called out, pouring
water from a brown checkered
cup over Wilder’s grave.

After a minute of silence,
two Spelman College students

read the names of riot victims.
Several are buried in pauper’s
plots. The cemetery doesn’t
know exactly where.

In their memory — in mem-
ory of all the victims — an oak
tree was planted down the hill
from Wilder's resting place.

The service left one coali-
tion member, June Dobbs Butts,
emotionally spent. Butts is the
daughter of John Wesley Dobbs,
who lived through the riot and
went on to become a leader of
Atlanta’s black community. He
never forgot those hours of ter-
ror when he sat up all night with
agun ready to defend his family
against the mob. He wanted to
make sure his daughter never
forgot either.

“I'm touched,” she said at
the cemetery, “by the mystery
and loss represented by all the
people who died.”

tinue working on the Beltline
according to the schedule ad-
opted this year.

The Beltline is part of
Franklin’s economic develop-
ment plan for the city, and the
mayor put her political muscle
behind it during the campaign
last fall to create a special tax
district to raise nearly $2 bil-
lion over 25 years to pay for the
Beltline’s system of parks, trails
and transit.

“The long-term project has
been met over the past two
years with obstacles along the
way,” Franklin said. “But make
no mistake, it will happen. We
have met the previous chal-
lenges head on and will con-
tinue to support development
plans that snpport the vision of
this unique project

Mason’s lean] lhe North-

east Atlanta Beltline Group, has
contended for a year that some
city employees and Beltline

advocates have _intentionally
interfered with their rezoning
application.

The allegations mainly in-
volve claims that city officials
gave incorrect information
about Mason’s plans to neigh-
borhoods, and that Mason’s
team was outraged that it was
excluded from a task force,
whose membership was made
up mostly of intown develop-
ers, that was formed to create
an overarching plan for build-
ing the Beltline.

Mason touted his plans for
helping to build Atlanta “up, not
out” providing an alternative to
sprawling development in the
suburbs that he helped build in
the past 30 years. Mason said his

plan would enable him to donate
about 43 acres to Atlanta for
parks, trails and a route for the
transit line that’s at the heart of
the Beltline concept.

Meantime, Atlanta develop-
ment officials created a master
plan for the Beltline that showed
some of Mason’s property as
future green space and other
portions were shown with future
developments that were less
dense than Mason proposed.

The condo towers next to
Piedmont Park are the most
controversial pieces of Mason’s
plan. But almost as contentious
are developments he proposed
on other parcels in some of
Atlanta’s most desired neigh-
borhoods, where residents feel
they already are choking on
traffic and other side-effects of
the city’s rising population.

> Continued from D1

attacked while sleeping on the
floor in a one-sided beating
that was so swift and severe
Jenkins would have made little
noise.

Farnham used that cover-
up scenario to counter the
prosecution’s argument that
Jenkins was so severely beaten
that Smith could not have been
simply defending himself.

Assistant district attorney
Tunde Aklnyele saida medn.al
examiner’s testimony showed
that 23 fractures in ]enkins' rib
cage were caused by “some-
body jumping from a high
area, jumping on somebody
else’s chest”

Farnham alleged the chest
injuries were inflicted by a
jailer after Smith was removed
fromthe cell.

Farnhamsaida phototaken
of Jenkins on the cell floor
showed far less chest bruising
than a photo taken hours later
at the medical examiner’s of-
Akinyele countered by
displaying photos from both
time periods in which the only
apparent differences were that
some parts of Jenkins’ chest
were covered by a shirt in the
early photo.

In a brief interview outside
the courthouse, jury foreman

Ralph Walker Jr. said the ju-
rors did not believe “that this
young man inflicted all the
wounds.” He declined to say
whether jurors believed jailers
caused any wounds.

Walker added, “We did feel
that there was self-defense
involved.”

Smith testified earlier that
Jenkins repeatedly attacked
him and finally rushed him
holding a pen and vowing to
gouge out his eyes. Akinyele
ridiculed Smith’s story in his
closing argument to the jury,
noting the severity of Jenkins’
injuries in comparison toa few
scratches on Smith'’s face.

Jail records said Jenkins
was 5-foot-9 and weighed 144
pounds, compared to Smith at
6 feet and 180 pounds.

Akinyele noted Smith tes-
tified he could not remember
how many times he struck
Jenkins or whether during any
of the alleged attacks by Jen-
kins he used the cell’s “panic
button” to summon guards.

Akinyele conceded it was
possible Jenkins made insult-
ing comments to Smith.

“Hoyt Jenkins can use the
n-word all the live-long day.
That still is not a reason to kill
him,” the prosecutor said.

Jenkins had been found
mentally incompetent to

Jail: Man acquitted of killing cellmate

stand trial, and he was on a
waiting list to be moved to
a state mental hospital. His
death prompted state officials
to expedite such transfers.

Farnham said jail officials
ignored Jenkins’ mental health
in the four months after Jen-
kins went on the state waiting
list. He noted the dead man’s
unkempt long hair, beard,
fingernails and toenails as evi-
dence of neglect.

“You can send a message to
the county jail,” Farnham told
jurors. “They’re not doing a
goodjob?

Sheriff Thomas Brown,
whois in charge of the jail, said
in an interview Thursday he
stood by the medical care Jen-
kinsreceived in the jail. And he
said the officials who placed
Smith in Jenkins’ cell had no
information to suggest they
should be separated.

The sheriff said Farnham’s
“irresponsible  statement”
about jailers inflicting wounds
on Jenkins was not supported
by any evidence.

Smith, who has been in jail
for the 14 months since Jen-
kins' death, last year finished
serving the 30-day sentence
for the marijuanamisdemean-
or that originally brought him
to the jail. So he was expected
to be freed Thursday night.
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I have applied to the
City of Atlanta for Food
Store Selling Packaged,
Beer and Wine (Change of
Ownership) In S. Kim D/B/
A Super Thrift Food Store
at 2079 Simpson Rd. NW
Atlanta , GA., 30314. Hear-
ing to be held by the Li-
cense Review Board, Octo-
ber 17, 2006, p.m., 2nd
Floor, Committee Room
#2,55 Trinity Avenue.

n S. Kim, Agent
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PUBLIC HEARING
I, Ho Far Lin, president
and owner and Jojo Lim,
secretary and owner of
Erika & Alex, Inc., d/b/a
Kyoto Japanese & Thai
Cusine, have made appli-
cation to the Board of
Commissioners_of Fulton
County, Georgia for the
consumption on premises
of wine, malt and distilled
spirit beverages, located
at 11950 Jones Bridge Rd.
Ste. 112, Alpharetta, GA
30005. Public Hearing to
be held in Assembly
Room, Fulton County Gov-
ernment Center on

Wednesday, October 4,
2006 at 10:00 AM.
"~ PUBLIC HEARING

I, Kee-Van Saxton Sayble,
owner and president of I
Candy Club, Inc., d/b/a i
Candy, have made appli-
cation to the Board of
Commissioners_of Fulton
County, Georgia for the
consumption on the prem-
ises of wine, malt and dis-
tilled splrlts beverages in
a restaurant / bar facility,
located at 4470 Commerce

Ste. B Atlanta, GA
30036 Public hearing to
be held in Assembly

i, Room, Fulton County Gov-

ernment Center on
Wednesday October 4,

@ 2006 at 10:00 AM.
'

PUBLIC HEARING
I, Nam Kumagai, owner
and president of S. Pearl
LLC, d/b/a Sushi Cafe To-
shi, have made applica-
tion to the Board of Com-
missioners of Fulton
County, Georgia for the
consumpuon on premises
of wine and malt bever-

¢ ages, located at 9775 Mcd

lock Bridge Rd. Ste.

Duluth, GA 30097. Publlc
hearmg to be held in As-
sembly Room, Fulton
County Government Cen-

www.ajc.com

ter on Wed October
4, 2006 at 10:00 AM.

Public Hearing

I, Yahya Zakaria Omar,
president I owner Yahya
of Atlanta, LLC, d/b/a
Food Mart #546 and Med-
hat Sleiman Karout as li-
cense holder, have made
application to the Board
of Commissioners of Ful-
ton County, Georgia for
the retail sale of wine and
malt beverages, located at
2275 Hwy. 138 Fairburn,
GA 30213. Public Hearing
to be held in Assembly
Room, Fulton County Gov-
ernment Center, 141 Pryor
St. SW Atlanta, GA 30303
on Wednesday, October 4,
2006 at 10:00 AM.

Public Hearing
Sami Ismael Nafisi, presi-
dent / treasurerer and Na-
ser Hanbali, secretary of
LSSA, Inc., d/b/a_Sam’s
Mart # 510 and Medhat
Sleiman Karout as license
holder, have made appli-
cation to the Board of
Commissioners of Fulton
County, Georgia for the re-
tail sale of wine and malt
beverages, located at
10645 State Bridge Rd. Al-
pharetta, GA 30004. Public
Hearing to be held in As-
sembly Room, Fulton
County Government Cen-
ter, 141 Pryor St. SW

Atlanta, GA 30303 on
Wednesday, October 4,
2006 at 10:00 AM.

m‘ coract An‘a‘.wﬁw ot
(15 2553151 axt 115 WL 1oy & Campany, Inc.
ettt L

To place a legal
advertisement in the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution
contact the Legal Advertising
Representative at
404-526-5273;

Fax: 404-526-5904
Monday-Friday 8a.m.- 5p.m.

Dealines: 72 busines hoursprior o publication




