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Which National Archives?

• The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
https://www.archives.gov/

• 40 facilities throughout the United States
• Previous names

• National Archives (1934-1949)
• National Archives and Records Services (1949-1985)

• The National Archives https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
• Created in 2003 by combining  the Public Records Office (1838) 

and the Historical Manuscripts Commission.
• Located in Kew, United Kingdom

https://www.archives.gov/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/


The National Archives



Purpose of national and other governmental 
archives

• Repository for permanently valuable records.

• Make sure accurate records are available when disputes 

arise.

• Prove rights, confirm obligations, verify events and 

substantiate claims

• Provide evidence, explanation and justification both for 

past actions and current decisions.

• Increase our sense of identity and understanding

• Archives tell stories



Archives of businesses, governments, 

organizations are important records that tell 

stories.

Current archival principles are that records 

deemed to be permanently valuable should be 

preserved and made available for use as soon as 

possible.

Privacy and security concerns sometimes limit 

access for a specific time period. 



Help librarians and archivists when they ask 

for help:

• In opening records

• In preventing destruction of records

• In changing or preventing changes in the 

rules of access including time period and 

costs 



Difference in Libraries and Archives

Libraries

• Access is usually item by item access

• Collect and provide access to published materials regardless of 

format (digital, print, film, etc.)  to keep people informed, promote 

scholarship and provide entertainment

• Some libraries have research or special collections that have 
manuscript materials that may be organized as in an archive



Difference in Libraries and Archives
Archives

• Few items in an archive have access points that take you to that 

one item.  Access is to the collection and then multiple materials 

within that collection such as a file folder, a box of papers, etc.

• Collect and provide access to unpublished materials usually of 

the government, company, organization that created the 

materials. The creator is the primary organizing entity for 

archives.

• Users usually have to wade through lots of pages to locate the 
information needed.





































The AAD is the access 
point for getting to 

information in 
electronic databases. 

A number of these 
records date from the 
1700 and 1800s, but
Have been converted 
into electronic files in 

the 20th and 21st

centuries.
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Access to 

Archival 

Databases

AAD
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Free-text or basic 

search for the term 

maps in Access to 

Archival Databases
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History Hub 



Louisiana, New Orleans Passenger Lists, 1820-1945

Description

Passenger lists of arrivals in New Orleans, Louisiana. This collection corresponds to two NARA 

publications: M259: Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at New Orleans, Louisiana, 1820-1902 and T905: 

Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at New Orleans, Louisiana, 1903-1945. Some arrival dates are not 

represented in the data. Check the wiki or browse the collection to determine coverage. At present, this 

collection does not include NARA roll 142 from T905 containing arrivals for 1 Oct 1931 to 31 Dec 1931.

This description accessed 21 Jan 2021 https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1916009
From FamilySearch.org. 

Another use for the microfilm catalog 

from NARA

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1916009








Prologue Genealogy Notes page 







Educator Resources and Educational Opportunities







NARA’s website reflects the complexity and quantity of the information in 
the National Archives and its facilities.
Learning  to use 4 main tools can help you locate information and save you 
time.

• The Catalog

• The Guide to Federal Records

• Access to Archival Databases (AAD)

• Microfilm  catalog

Summary
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